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Hello from Aspen!

My name is Ben, and I am so happy to be the new ALT English teacher here in Shimukappu and
Tomamu. This is my second time in Japan—the first time I visited was 10 years ago, as a Sister Cities
Exchange Student in junior high school. Now I am so glad to return once again!

I fell in love with Shimukappu when I first visited. I stayed with the Tada family, and my sister and my
brother stayed with the Ito family.I felt so welcomed by all the generous people here. As a student, I
was also inspired by Corey Lucks, who was the ALT teacher here 10 years ago, and who is also from
my hometown of Aspen. (Now Corey is still here, operating a
great restaurant with the best cheeseburgers and ice cream in
Hokkaido!)

Shimukappu has not changed much from what I remember,
which is a wonderful thing, because everyone is just as
welcoming and kind. I hope to make many new friends here,
and to contribute back to the long history that has established
such a strong relationship between Aspen and Shimukappu.
While I am here, I also want to make music with other
musicians in Shimukappu, learn about traditional Japanese
instruments, and go hiking in the summertime. I am always
looking forward to the next adventure! Thank you so much for
giving me a warm welcome. I am so glad to be here.

-Ben
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